
Maths 

You will be asked basic mathematical questions such as: 

 A plumber earns $275.00 per week. How much will they earn over 52 weeks? 

 If a gasfitters’s gross earnings are $33,500 and he is taxed 12.5% of his total earnings, how 

much money will he be left with? 

 A drainlayer digs a trench which measures 8.5 metres wide, 11 metres long and 2.5 metres 

deep. Based on these measurements, how many cubic metres of earth will be removed to 

make the trench? 

 A sheet of roofing iron is 4 metres long and 0.8 metres wide. How many square metres of 

roof area would it cover? 

If you are applying for an electrical apprenticeship, you will also need to answer more advanced 

mathematical questions, such as: 

 15/21-3/5=  

 What is 15% of $17.38? 

 Remove the brackets and simplify: (5x+y) ‐ (x‐8y) 

 A right angled triangle has the following dimensions. Using Pythagoras’ Theorem find the 

missing side B. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mechanical reasoning 

You will be questioned on levers, pulleys and gears. For example: 

If the panel moved in the direction shown, in which direction would the gear rotate? 

 

Which weight requires the least force to move? 

B 
7 metres 

6 metres 



 

Which tank of water will cool water the fastest? 

 

If the handle is moved as shown, how will hooks M and N move? 

 

a. M up, N down 

b. M up, N up 

c. M down, N up 

d. M down, N down 

e. M up, N still 

Literacy 

For literacy you will be given a passage of text and you will need to answer a number of questions 

relating to the text.  Example: 

ATT is a nationwide organisation that recruits, employs and places apprentices into host businesses 

for their on-the-job training. We are in business to help New Zealander’s into prosperous trade 

careers, thereby helping industry grow.  

We take on apprentices in the plumbing, gasfitting, drainlaying, roofing and electrical sectors.  



An apprenticeship is a NZQA recognised Level 4 qualification and the best way to enter the plumbing, 

gasfitting, drainlaying, roofing or electrical trades. As an apprentice you will learn the trade through 

a combination of practical work experience and theoretical study.  

Being an ATT apprentice has its perks!  

 ATT apprentices get a 58 cents tax-free tool allowance (on top of wages) and a $1000 

interest free tool loan. Although $13 an hour seems like a low starting rate, this is higher 

than the New Zealand minimum training wage. At the half-way point of the apprenticeship, 

ATT apprentices are awarded a $1300 incentive payment, to encourage them to keep going! 

 

 The administration and theoretical components are organised for ATT apprentices, such as 

coordinating block courses or training requirements. As an ATT apprentice you can be 

assured that you are signed into a training agreement from day one.  

 

 Due to our network of host businesses, ATT apprentices have more job security. For instance, 

if your host business was to run low on work, ATT could place you with another host business.  

 An assigned Area Manager visits each apprentice every 10 weeks, to manage and support 

them to completion. Your Area Manager is just a phone call away to answer questions or 

mediate issues as they arise.  

 

To start an ATT apprenticeship you will need at least a restricted drivers licence, preferably a clean 

criminal background and to pass a pre-employment drug test. We do not have any educational 

requirements, just a good attitude and a commitment to completing the apprenticeship. 

Questions: 

ATT take on apprentices in which sectors? 

a. Plumbing, gasfitting, drainlaying and building 

b. Painting, electrical, plumbing and gasfitting 

c. Plumbing, gasfitting, drainlaying and electrical 

d. Building, plumbing, flooring, gasfitting and electrical 

What kind of perks may an ATT apprentice receive? 

a. A 58 cent tax-free tool allowance  

b. A $1000 interest-free tool loan 

c. A $1300 incentive payment half way through your apprenticeship 

d. All of the above 

To start an ATT apprenticeship you will need at least a restricted drivers licence 

a. True 

b. False 

c. Don’t know 


